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Hand-Over of Sukuma Sakhe Projects at Mzimkhulu

AR

Tears of joy, a flicker of hope and an elaticn-
filed atmosphere were the arder of Ihe day
on Sunday 01st July when KwaZulu-Natal
MEC for Human Settlements and Public
Works Ravi Pillay joined Sisonke and
Umzimkhulu Mayors during the hand-over
of various Operalicn Sukuma Sakhe
Frojects in diferent Wards of Umzimkhulu
Municipality.

MEC Pillay accompanied Sisenke District
Municipality Mayor Miuleki Ndobe and
Umzimkhulu Local Municipality Mayer M.B.
Mpabanga during the official hand-aver of
Operalion Sukuma Sakhe projecls in this
southem KwaZulu-Natal municipahby.

The prajects handed ovar ingluded a grass-
cutting machine, food parcels, a new three-
bed momed house, & pre-schaal and an
ablution block and sanitation facility for a
local church.

In his capacily as the District Champion of
Operalion Sukuma Sakhe, MEC Pillay
officiated at the handing over of a grass
culting machine, food parcels and school
uniforms to the Webster family of White City
in Ward 14.

The Webster family was idenbfied as in
need of assistance dunng the Public
Service Week of Dacember 2011, The
family ekes out an existence by cutting
grass for the locals and the anly brush cutter
they were using o generate income had
become inoperable.

The family has also been prioritised
amangst the more than 190 beneliciaries
lor Operalion Sukurma 3akhe in the
Umzimkhulu Municipality.

Bath the District and Local Municipality had
also inlervened in the continued schaaling
of the children of the Webster farmily after
they had discontinued attending schogl in
nearby |xopo because of the lack of money
far schaaltranspaort casts,

Arrangernents have been made to have the
children enrclled at the nearby DRC
Combined School when the new term
begins and new uniforms were also bought
lar ihe school-going children of the Websler
family. The Spcial Development
Department alsa donated focd parcels to
the Webster family.

All the other danated goods were baught by
both the Umzimkhuly Municipality and
Sisonke District Municipality The MELC,
together with the District Mayor and the
Local Municipality Mayor also officiated at
the hand-over of a Lhree-bed roomed house
tothe Mjali family of Kokshill in Ward 13.
The house was built by a local business
persan, Mchumane Projects, in response to
a plea by Districl Municipality Mayor Clir
Mdobe. Over and above the house, the
same business person Mchumane Projects
alzo donated a pre-school at Ward 14.

The tatal value for both the house and the
pre-school is in excess of R160 000 Alocal
building material supplier (A.M Builders)
had donated the building blecks for the
house.

The beneficiary of the house, M
Zwelimangele Mjeli has been living in a
dilapidated rondavel struclure which was on
the verge of collapsing because of being
exposed lo rains. Mr. Mjoli's plight was
reported la Mayar Ndobe.

Mr. Mjoli was then pnontised in terms of
Operation Sukuma Sakhe criteria to get a
house but because of the urgent situation
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the District Mayor approached local
businessman, Mchumane Projects io assist
and he responded positively and built the
three-bed roomed house in a space of two
manths. In addition to this, Mchumane
Projects also built a pre-school at Ward 14
after a needs assessment was done.

Curing the hand-over of the new house,
gseveral businessmen also pledged 1o
furnish the houze with wardrobes and beds
far each of the three bed-rnoms aswellas a
televisian set and lounge swile and kitchen
table. These busingssmen arg Phalafala
Construction, Msalela Construction,
MaBombao Construction and K & M Security
Company

Ewven in this gathering, the Honcurable
Mayor of Umzimkhulu Municipality Clir. M.B
Mpabanga denated food parcels while the
Deparimenil of Social Development also
donated food parcels Lo lhe Mjoli lamily. The
Mayor of Umzimkhulu Municipality Clir. M.B
Mpabanga alsa pledged o donate blankets
and plant trees arpund the hpuse. District
Mayar Clir Ndobe also pledged to
persanally fence the house so that Mr, Mjoli,
who works at a [ocal school as a security
officer could tend his garden in line with the
Onhe Garden One Home campaign as
promoted by Premier Zweli Mkhize.

MEC Pillay and the mayoral entourage then
proceeded o the St John's Church at
Gugwini in Ward 14 where thay were given
d tumultueus reception by the church elders
and the cangregants alike with the famous
band Ieading the processian.

Aftcr an inspinng church serice, MEC
Fillay, Mayor Ndobe and Mayor Mpabkanga
officially handed over a new water-borne
block of ahlution and sanitation facility for
both males and females.

The Sl John's Church, famously known as
Chibini, attracts on any given day more than
100 people who mostly come to be healed.
Every firsl Sunday of the month, more than
5 000 congreganis rom all over converge
on the Gugwini church far a monthly event
known as “eThwasent”.

The ewxisting saniation faclities usually do

not cope because of the high volumes of

people thus posing a health risk for watar-
bome diseases, hence the need to augment
them with the new ablution and sanitation
facility.

Thousands of congregants and the church
elders could not hide their alatioh and
gralefulness for the ablulion and sanitalion
lacility saying gavernmeant at differenl tiers
had demanstrated that it was caring and
respansive.

The weekend hand-over of the Sukuma
Sakho Projects in Umzimkhuly comes on
the eve cn the forthcoming Prasidential visit
ta the Sisonke District and the Lmzimkhulu
Local Municipality by President Jacob
Zuma later this month as part of the
Presidential Manitoring and Ewaluation
exercise. The evident and Fruitful role
played by Government Deparlment s,
NGO's and other role players was greally
appreciated and acknowledged in
HIViAIDS and SUKUMA SAKHE
PROGRAMMES by the Honorable MEC
Ravi Pillay wilhin the Sisonks District
Municipalty

For more information please contact; Mr
Willie Mgcina {The Caommunication Officer
of Limzimkhulu Municipality)
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